Circulating immune complexes in non-A, non-B hepatitis. Possible masking of viral antigen.
Serial serum samples from 22 patients with transfusion-associated non-A, non-B hepatitis and 2 chimpanzees with the experimentally induced disease were tested for circulating immune complexes by Raji-cell radioimmunoassay. 13 patients (59%) and 1 chimpanzee had circulating immune complexes immediately before, coincident with, or during the return to normal of raised aminotransferase activity. 7 of the 10 patients with chronic non-A, non-B hepatitis had detectable complexes at levels which waxed and waned in parallel with changes in serum aminotransferase activity. Immune complexes may contain and mask viral antigens, and their presence may explain the failure of conventional immunological techniques to detect virus antigens.